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ABSTRACT 

The study reported in this dissertation was 
conducted with the cooperation of the San Antonio Independent School 
District as part of the Language Research Project (formerly the San 
Antonio Language Research Project) , Department of Curriculum and 
Instruction, the University of Texas. (For the author's descriptive 
abstract of the project, see AL 002 445.) Chapters in this document 
are (1) Introduction; (2) Review of Related Literature; (3) 
Description of Research Design, Procedures and Data Analyses; (4) 
Statistical Analyses of the Hypotheses; (5) Summary, Limitations, 
Conclusions and Recommendations. Appendixes contain (1) Prerecorded 
instruction for students who were tested; (2) Sample of Sanborn sound 
tape record; (3) Visual presentation of testing procedure; (4) 

Scoring sheet; and (5) Rating form supplied teachers in order to 
determine relationship between numerical scores and teacher ratings. 
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PREFACE 



This study by Mrs. Thomasine Taylor was conducted 
with the cooperation of the San Antonio Independent School 
District as a part of the Language Research Project (for" 
merly the San Antonio Language Research Project), Department 
of Curriculum and Instruction, The University of Texas. In 
the context of conclusions reached in preceding studies, 

Mrs. Taylor's findings further point up the critical need 
for adequate instruction and control of teacher variables. 

The apparently opposite conclusions reached by 
the Taylor study and those reported by Lester Knight, while 
puzzling in some respects, indicate that treatment effects 
of language oriented instructional programs appear with 
more significance when the criterion is an oral language 
test rather than reading tests. The most telling point that 
the Taylor study makes is that language programs for lin- 
guistically different learners which do not include inten- 
sive, structured oral language instruction will result in 
little or no pupil improvement toward achieving a socially 
unmarked style of oral language. 

Thomas D. Horn 

The University of Texas at Austin 



August, 1969 
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I 



INTRODUCTION 



The failures and alleged retardation of Spanish- 
speaking children in the Southwest^ - has become a matter of 
widespread concern, a concern that has greatly increased 
recently. Many research and experimental programs are in 
progress throughout the Southwest which are attempting to 
correct this deficiency in the educational programs of the 
public schools. The one unifying thread in the various 
attempts to alleviate the problems of the linguistically 
different child is a concentration on oral language devel- 



opment . 



Mexican- American children in Texas enter school 



speaking little or no English. The state provides him 
with textbooks written in English and illustrated with 
situation scenes with which he is not familiar. The school 
tasks set for him ostensibly are the same as that of native 
English speakers. He is placed in a competitive situation 



1 Richard A» Lamanna and Julian Samora, "Recent ^ 
Trends in Educational Status of Mexican-Americans in Texas, 
Improving Educational Opportunities of the Mexican-American 
(Austin, Texas: Southwest Educational Development Labora- 

tory, 1967 ) . 
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many times with children whose native language is English. 
His progress is seriously limited,, and he is consequently 
regarded as retarded or a slow learner. Teachers have come 
to expect little from these children, 1 and what growth they 
do see is something less than gratifying. This has led to 
a negative and somewhat hopeless attitude on the part of the 
teacher. Concurrently repeated failures and the inability 
to proper ly express himself has led the child to a deflated 
self-concept. Irrevocable emotional scars on the Spanish- 
speaking child are left and he often remains socially and 
economically apart from the mainstream of society. 

Background of the Problem 



One project 2 designed to develop oral language 
was begun in 1964 in San Antonio Independent School District. 
The project included 28 first grade classrooms of culturally 



1 Herbert B. Wilson, Evaluation of the Influence of 
Educational Programs on Mexican-Americans, Prepared for: 
National Conference on Educational Opportunities for Mexi- 
can-Americans. April, 1968. Austin, Texas. 

2 Thomas D. Horn, A Study of the Effects of Inten - 
sive Oral-Aura l Spanish Language Instruction, Oral-Aural 
English Language Instruction, and Non-Oral- Aural Instruction 
on Reading Readiness in Grade One, The University of Texas 
at Austin, 1966. 
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deprived urban Spanish-speaking children. The 28 class- 
rooms were arbitrarily assigned to one of three treatments: 
(l)- nine classrooms were designated as Oral-Aural English 
(OAE) and used especially designed materials which provided 
intensive oral-aural language training in English for one 
hour a day using culture fair science materials as the 
vehicle of instruction; ( 2 ) ten classrooms were designated 
as Oral-Aural Spanish (OAS) which provided intensive oral- 
aural language training in Spanish for one hour a day using 
the same science content as the OAE; (3) nine classrooms 
were designated as No Oral-Aural (NOA) which involved no 
special oral-aural training, but which used the same science 
content provided for the other two experimental groups. 

The original purpose of the project was to deter- 
mine the effect of an intensive oral language program on 
reading readiness in first grades. The predictive value of 
oral language achievement on reading readiness and reading 
achievement was unmistakably significant. Pauck 1 found 
a high degree of correlation between oral English fluency 
as measured by the Ott-Jameson Self Text 2 and each of the 



1 Fredrick G. Pauck, "An Evaluation of the Self 
Test as a Predictor of Reading Achievement of Spanish- 
Speaking First Grade Children," Ph.D. Dissertation, College 
of Education, The University of Texas at Austin, 1968. 

Elizabeth H. Ott, "A Study of Levels of Fluency 
and Proficiency in Oral English of Spanish-Speaking School 



